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The limited space within which the Academy is obliged to confine 
the notices of its departed members, in the published volumes of its 
Proceedings, gives but little opportunity to do justice to the memory 
of the Hon. Joel Parker, of Cambridge, whose death occurred 
August 17, 1875, at the age of eighty years. 

He became a Fellow of the Academy February 1, 1853. 

He was bora in Jaffrey, N.H., January 25, 1795, the youngest of 
nine children of the Hon. Abel Parker, who was for many years 
Judge of Probate for the County of Cheshire. He was prepared 
for Dartmouth College at Groton Academy, and graduated in 1811, 
being then less than seventeen years of age. Among his classmates 
were Amos Kendall, and Chief Justice Shepley, of Maine. He was 
admitted to the Bar of Cheshire County in October, 1817, and en- 
tered upon the practice of the law in Keene, which, with the exception 
of about a year, was his place of residence till his removal to Cam- 
bridge, in 1848. After a career of distinguished success at the Bar, 
and a service of two years in the Legislature of that State, he was 
appointed a Judge of the Superior Court of New Hampshire in 1833, 
and to the place of its Chief Justice in 1838. He held judicial office 
with great acceptance to the Bar and the public till 1848, when, 
having been invited to the Royall Professorship in the Harvard Law 
School, he resigned his place upon the bench, and entered upon the 
duties of his new appointment. He held this office till 1868, when he 
resigned it, and from 1868 to 1874, without changing his residence, he 
gave courses of lectures as a Professor of Law to the Senior Class in 
Dartmouth College, upon the Constitution of the United States. He 
also lectured upon the same subject to the members of the Columbian 
Law School in Washington. He was a professor of Medical Juris- 
prudence in the Medical School of the last-named institution from 
1847 to 1857. He had previously lectured on the same subject in 
1851 in the Boylston Medical School, and in the Medical College in 
New York. His public services, after removing to Cambridge, aside 
from his duties as a professor and lecturer, consisted of a member- 
ship of the Constitutional Convention of Massachusetts in 1853, aud 
an active part in the revision of the statutes of that State, to which he 
was appointed in 1855. Among the indications of the estimate in 
which he was held as a jurist and scholar, may be mentioned the 
degree of LL.D., which was conferred upon him by his Alma Mater 
in 1837, and by Harvard College in 1848. He was also a member 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 



JOEL PARKEK. 337 

Though a close and earnest student all his life, and constantly busy 
with his pen, unfortunately for the permanency of his fame as an 
author, he left no considerable work upon any one topic, which is the 
more to be regretted, when what he did leave shows such unquestion- 
able ability to do ample justice to any subject which he might have 
undertaken. His legal opinions, as a judge, extend through thirteen 
volumes of the New Hampshire Reports, and will be lasting memorials 
of his learning, diligence, judicial acumen, and independent judgment. 
Many of them were upon new and important questions, and evince a 
remarkable skill at analysis and profound discrimination, which were 
marked characteristics of his mind. Among them will be found the 
memorable discussion of certain questions growing out of the construc- 
tion to be given to the word " lien," made use of in the United Stales 
Bankrupt Law of 1841, upon which Judge Story had given able and 
elaborate opinions, which he proposed to enforce in opposition to those 
entertained by Chief Justice Parker. It is sufficient for the purposes 
of this notice to say that, upon the final determination of these ques- 
tions by the Supreme Court of the United States, the positions 
assumed by Judge Parker, and which he was equally resolute with 
his distinguished antagonist to maintain, were fully sustained. His 
publications, aside from his judicial opinions, consisted of lectures, 
addresses, literary and historical, and essays and discussions upon 
questions of constitutional law, which, if collected, would form a large 
volume replete with learning and profound thought, suited as well to 
the future as to the then condition of the country which called them 
out. No one who should read them would need to be told that he 
was not only a bold and independent thinker, but that he never tem- 
porized in his course where he thought public duty led the way. 

If, now, we pass from a consideration of his public life to the quali- 
ties for which he was distinguished within the precincts of his own 
home, it may be remarked that his wife, who survives him, was the 
daughter of Elijah Parker, Esq., his former professional partner. 
They had three children, of whom a son and a daughter now survive 
him. With all his habits of close and severe thought and study in the 
performance of his official duties, he was eminently domestic in his 
tastes and occupations. He loved to make his home pleasant by its 
surroundings. He indulged in the culture of flowers, the reading of 
his favorite poets, and the free and familiar converse with his family 
and friends, characterized, as it often was, by a vein of genial and play- 
ful humor which broke down every thing like stiffness or reserve in 
his intercourse in domestic life. 

vol. xi. (n. s. hi.) 22 
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As a judge, he was courteous, patient, and willing to listen atten- 
tively, and to weigh candidly whatever was addressed to his judgment, 
bringing to his conclusions the processes of close reasoning and careful 
analysis, which were among the leading characteristics of his mind. 

As an instructor in law, he was thorough in his preparation, clear 
in hi9 statements, without any attempt at rhetoric or fine composition, 
leaving upon the minds of his pupils definite and lasting impressions 
of the propositions which it was his purpose to enforce. Hundreds, 
who are now among the leading minds at the American bar, would 
bear willing testimony to his fidelity as a teacher, as well as the cour- 
tesy and urbanity which marked his intercourse with those who sought 
his instruction or counsel. 

In the social intercourse of life, he was dignified without coldness, 
often playful, but never frivolous, with easy and agreeable manners, 
and a mind well stocked with general information and ready resources. 
He was not hasty in forming his opinions ; but, when formed, he had 
no hesitancy in avowing and maintaining them. So far as these 
related to questions which grew out of the unhappy civil war in which 
the country was engaged, it is enough to say that he stood boldly 
and manfully for the Constitution in its integrity, by applying to it a 
higher test than the expediency of the hour. 

With such qualities of mind, and such habits of keen and careful 
observation and investigation as he brought to every subject with 
which he engaged, he would have been eminent in any of the depart- 
ments of science into which the Academy is divided. Horticulture was 
with him a study and a delight ; but his pursuits were chiefly connected 
with literature, and the profession he had chosen. 

He was much at home with the early history of New England and 
her institutions, and contributed several valuable articles upon subjects 
connected with these, which are among his published works. 

He was true to the last in his fidelity to his Alma Mater. He was 
of her Board of Trustees from 1843 to 1860 ; and, at his death, 
remembered her together with the interests of the science to which his 
life had been devoted, by a liberal benefaction for founding a law 
school in that institution. 

Although enough has been shown to claim for Judge Parker an 
honorable place among the men who have helped to mark the passing 
century, it is a fitting tribute for the Academy to pay to the memory 
of one of her distinguished sons, to place upon her own record some of 
the grounds upon which, when living, he commanded the respect and 
esteem of his associate Fellows. 



